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The US, Brazil, and Argentina signed new agreements in mid-April calling for increased cooperation
among those countries to develop peaceful uses of nuclear power, and to prevent the development
of nuclear weapons throughout the continent. The tripartite agreement is the second such accord
signed by Argentina and Brazil, since those two countries had previously signed a bilateral
agreement on nuclear cooperation in 1992. In mid-April, representatives from the US, Canada,
and 16 Latin American and Caribbean countries met in San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, to
examine the peaceful uses of nuclear energy in the hemisphere. Among other things, the meeting
participants discussed regional and international safeguards to control the export of sensitive
materials, and analyzed both the UN Non-proliferation Treaty and the Tlatelolco Treaty. The latter
proscribes the possession of nuclear arms in Latin America.
During the conference, Argentina, Brazil, and the US signed an agreement on nuclear cooperation
among those three countries. The accord calls for the exchange of technology, equipment, and
personnel. It also commits the signatories to closely collaborate to ensure strict safety standards
in the development of nuclear energy, and guard against the development of nuclear weapons in
the region. The accord was signed by representatives from Argentina's National Atomic Energy
Commission (Comision Nacional de Energia Atomica CNEA), the US Department of Energy, and
the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear Material (Agencia BrasilenoArgentina para la Contabilidad y el Control de Materiales Nucleares, ABACC).
US officials say the tripartite treaty may encourage US companies to explore investment
opportunities in the nuclear industries in Argentina and Brazil. During the conference, US
Ambassador to Argentina James Cheek said that US firms are already interested in investing in
nuclear development in Argentina, but they will probably first lobby for the privatization of the
CNEA before committing their capital. Although the Commission's proposed privatization is
opposed by CNEA president Manuel Mondino, Argentina's Economy Minister Domingo Cavallo
enthusiastically supports the idea, estimating that by dividing the CNEA into several small agencies
run by private investors, the government could earn US$600 million.
In addition to the new tripartite accord, Argentina and Brazil which are the only two Latin American
countries with nuclear capability already have a bilateral nuclear cooperation treaty in place. That
treaty was signed in 1992, although it did not receive final ratification by the Brazilian Senate until
February of this year. The bilateral accord authorizes on-site inspections of nuclear facilities in Brazil
and Argentina by a joint commission which incorporates representatives from both countries. Both
Argentina and Brazil have pledged not to use their nuclear technology to develop weapons, but
neither country has signed the 1968 UN Nuclear Weapons Non-Proliferation Treaty. In fact, the
bilateral treaty signed by those countries excludes the inspection of certain secret facilities, such
as the Brazilian navy's nuclear submarine project. That project has been the target of protests by
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environmental and peace groups in Brazil, which oppose the planned construction of small nuclear
power plants in various areas of the country. The groups have also expressed concern that the
development of nuclear submarines could lead to the development of nuclear weapons.
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